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‘Tsunami of homeowners paying taxes early 


In 2018, federal law will limit deduction 
on all state and local taxes to $10,000 


By BILL RUTHHART | Chicago Tribune 


Changes included in the 
Republican tax overhaul 
Congress approved and 
President Donald Trump 
signed into law have pushed 
thousands of Chicago-area 


homeowners to rush to pay 
the first installment of their 
upcoming property taxes by 
the end of the year. 

In Cook County alone, 
47,000 taxpayers have 
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WINTER SMOKESCREEN 


A man smoking a cigarette walks by steam rising from the grates at Wood and Taylor streets on Wednesday in Chicago. The cold weather will 
continue Thursday as a fast-moving “clipper” system sweeps through, spreading 1 to 2 inches of snow across the Chicago area. 


downloaded their tax bills 
and made $312 million in 
early payments so far this 
month, Cook County Treas- 
urer Maria Pappas said 
Wednesday. That’s com- 
pared with just 1,700 people 
who paid $13 million a year 
ago. 

“It’s like a tsunami in 
government,’ said Pappas, 
who expects an additional 


= 


$100 million to come in by 
the end of the year. “Tens of 
thousands of people are 


paying early.” 


Here’s why: Currently, 
homeowners can deduct 
the entirety of their local 
property taxes from their 
federal income tax bill. Next 
year, though, there will be a 
$10,000 total deduction 
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limit on all state and local 
taxes — property taxes in- 
cluded. 

That has homeowners in 
high property tax states like 
Illinois rushing to prepay a 
portion of their 2018 tax 
bills before the end of the 
year. They’re trying to take 
advantage of that unlimited 
deduction while it’s still in 
place for the last few days of 


Anti-gambling 
crusader wins 
in sweepstakes 


She says $25,000 
prize isn’t same as 
the vice she fights 


By ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Chicago Tribune 


Kathy Gilroy has cru- 
saded against gambling in 
Illinois for decades, speak- 
ing out against casinos, 
illegal raffles and the re- 
cent wave of video poker 
cafes, 

As one of the most 
visible gaming opponents 
in the state, she has 
warned that the vice 
erodes society’s values 
and work ethic, takes 
money from poor people 
and can lead to addiction, 
bankruptcy, crime and su- 
icide. 

Just this year, she blew 
the whistle on a $1.6 mil- 
lion Queen of Hearts raffle 
put on by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars post in rural 
Morris, forcing it to shut 
down hours before the 
planned drawing, until the 
raffle was properly li- 
censed. 

So even she concedes it 
may seem ironic that she 
recently won $25,000 by 


playing a sweepstakes 
game at a gambling cafe in 
her hometown of Villa 
Park. 

“I called a pastor friend 
and said, ‘Oh my God, 
should I send it back? 
What do I do? Do I donate 
it?” she said. “He said, 
Don’t feel guilty. You just 
got paid for all your volun- 
teer work against gam- 
bling’ It’s God showing his 
grace on me.” 

Despite her longtime 
anti-gambling activism, it 
turns out Gilroy has a 
history of playing and 
winning sweepstakes. She 
said she’s landed prizes 
including electronics and 
trips to the Bahamas and 
California. She once won a 
big-screen TV from a me- 
chanic, but asked instead 
for $1,000 in service. A 
week later, her transmis- 
sion went out, and she 
quickly got her money’s 
worth. 

She'll even play the vi- 
deo poker machines at 
gambling cafes if she is 
given a free promo card. 

The distinction Gilroy 
makes is that she was not 
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EPA sets sights on remnant 


of Clybourn Corridor’s past 


Scrap yard at site with dreams for HQ2 
targeted for testing over air emissions 


By MICHAEL HAWTHORNE | Chicago Tribune 


One of the last industrial 
facilities in the fast-gentri- 
fying Clybourn Corridor 
looks more like a set from 
“Mad Max” than the glit- 
tering, tech-friendly utopia 
portrayed in videos pro- 
moting Chicago for Ama- 
zon’s second headquarters. 

Nearly every day, claw- 
mounted cranes at the 


General Iron Industries 
scrap yard feed flattened 
cars, twisted rebar and 
used appliances into hulk- 
ing shredders that reduce 
the metallic waste into 
chunks the size of a coffee 
can. Smoke pours out of 
the machines as semis and 
pickup trucks back into 
piles of metal, scrap is 
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A claw-mounted crane unloads trucks at General Iron Industries in late November. 


plucked off barges moored 
along the Chicago River, 
and tower-mounted 
sprinklers spray a fine mist 
across the wreckage. 
Operating a scrap yard 
wasn’t that unusual when 
steel mills, leather tanner- 
ies and other industries 
dominated the area. But 
the Clybourn Corridor has 
changed so much during 
the past three decades that 
General Iron’s neighbors 
now include a Trader Joe’s, 
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2017. If a taxpayer’s state 
income tax and property 
taxes will exceed $10,000 
next year, making an early 
payment toward next year’s 
property tax bill could give 
some homeowners more 
relief than if they were to 
wait and pay next year. 
Individual experiences 
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Court 
tosses 


forced 
DUI test 


Judges reverse 
man’s convictions 
in fatal hit-and-run 


By TONY BRISCOE 
AND ELVIA MALAGON 
Chicago Tribune 


A state appeals court has 
found a section of the Illi- 
nois statute on DUI testing 
unconstitutional in a deci- 
sion that reversed felony 
convictions against a man 
found guilty of plowing into 
a mother and her young son 
as they crossed a residential 
street in Rogers Park. 

Ralph Eubanks was driv- 
ing 60 to 90 mph on Dec. 21, 
2009, when he ran into 
Maria Worthon, 48, who 
was holding the hand of her 
6-year-old son, Jeremia, ac- 
cording to authorities. The 
violent impact vaulted her 
body nearly half a block. 
She died immediately, 
while her son was seriously 
injured but survived. 

Eubanks took off but was 
arrested 10 minutes later. 
He was forcibly subjected to 
blood and urine tests that 
turned up positive for can- 
nabis, Ecstasy and cocaine, 
according to court docu- 
ments. He was convicted in 
2014 of first-degree murder, 
aggravated driving under 
the influence and failure to 
report an accident, and was 
sentenced to 40 years in 
prison. 

But the Appellate Court, 
in a decision issued Tues- 
day, found that a series of 
procedural infractions fol- 
lowed his arrest. Signifi- 
cantly, two of the three 
judges found unconstitu- 
tional the state statute that 
allows blood and urine tests 
to be taken without a war- 
rant or a suspect’s consent 
whenever a police officer 
has probable cause to be- 
lieve that a suspect was 
impaired and involved in a 
crash resulting in death or 
injury. The judges sent the 
case back for another trial. 

Eubanks, who was repre- 
sented on appeal by the 
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Quirky shopping 
areas see influx of 
big-name retailers 
Ryan Ori in Business 


Checking in with 
Chicago's alums 
of ‘The Bachelor’ 


A+E 


ay Tom Skilling’s forecast Highl4 Low6 


EGGS 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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December 20-31 (Wed - Sun) 
YEAR-END FLOORING CLEARANCE 


1-800-HARDWOOD | lumberliquidators.com 


Varieties 


Laminate Flooring 


Wood-Look 


dam 
ARMA 
A ad 


60+ 


Varieties 


sqft 


Waterproof Flooring 


60% OFF. 


Prefinished Hardwood 
& Bamboo Flooring 


2385+ 


Varieties 


While supplies last. Product prices 
& availability are subject to change. 
See store for details. 


+ Items compared to leading home 
improvement retailers based on product's 
specifications in October 2017 


